THE SPRING BOOK TRADE. ’ng“u;ugn,
L ———— A
QPENING OF THE SALE TO-DAY AT CLISTON HALL— Cmuhv
INTERESTING FEATURES OF IT. I‘AIJ.EY SEMINALY, Fulton, Oswego Co,
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The bhook trade, eo far this Spring, have
made no complaints of too lively business, and indeed for
the past two or three years succcsdve Scasons seem tn
have been worse and worse. This is attriboted chiefly
fothe continuing depression, which at last eansid even
wealthy book buyers to curtail their orders. Notable
books nevertholess continne to sell well, as a sirong biok
aiwmd-rn. ecapeclally it brought stivactively before

the public by the ¥ ity of pubiishers, A book of
the brightness of * Helen's Bubies," or of the infervst of
Trevelyan's Macaulsy, or of tho value of Wallice's
Russin charms the ducats ot of very tightly elorcd
pockets, and comminds =ale fn the most depressed
times.  The booksellers, however, hope to hold theiv owh
this Spring, and they look forward to the Fall tradd,
wholesale and retall, as really promising, ¥inco by thut
time the eurrent revival In general trode and the were
satisfactory political sitoation ure likely o open tue
purses of the many whe, in ordinary times, ronsid ¢
books & pecessity, and when worst comes to worst are
Joath enengh to elass them ot Tast as forbldden loxuries.

Except for lght lteratare and galient hooks, the
Byriug ks never so good for the book trade as is the Fail,
The lmportant books are frequently hetd over til the
Antumin, znd thers Is really no Spring prograumed, such
a8 cach publishor prepares st the opening of the Fuil
campalen. Jaunury, saceeeding the Noliduy rush, 1= b
pubilishers’ * Blue Menday ;" in Febroary, pew bk
begin to appear again, Mareh shows a few mare, anid by
April the maximmn of Bpring pablishing, soeh as it i,
s reactied.  The formal openiug of Spring travie s
wsnally assoelnted wiili the Sprng trude  sale, for
which March |s the usual date. The trade suppoesed Inat
year that the anctbon system had been ruspond {ed by the
book fulr, but the lpek of snevese of that expertment in
the dull times has caused the trade sale to reappear.
This year it opens with the opening of April, to-day, ud
the eatudogie is qulte np to, If not beyoid, the avernge
Beveral houses wineh seldom contribute nre represented
in the eatilogne ths yvear, among them Harper & Broih-
ers and llenry Telt & Co., the motive being a desire to
Wreak np the prosent stamation, even ot the risk of
suection uncertatnties of prives. Bome hoases, as G TV
Putnam’s Souws, still stiek to the opinlon that it jx not
wise to foree males, especially In doil tmes, and they
eontent tietuselves with eompeting with the trade sales
by offering specin! diseonuts during Ly continmanoe.

Today, and probably part of te-morrow will b oo
pled at Clinton Hall with the opendng Invelee of Meoirs,
James R Osgood & Co, who offer helr new books, stimil-
ard poets and other prihhientions in large lines, roaching
10 500 copies cacls in the ense of the dollar Diamond
Poets. Afier thelr regular involee, they make o eloar
ance sale of surplos stock, * remsindors,” ete, the eatu-
Yopne of which mnkes inferesting sliowing of the nps aud
downs of publishing, Mr, Longfollow's recont hooks do
not socm fo lave sbld s well ns nis previons saoles gavy
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